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November 3 (8:30 & 11:00 am) 

 Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 All Saints Day/Communion 

 Rev. Jeff Tindall is preaching on  

 “A Great Cloud of Witnesses ” 

  

November 10 (8:30 & 11:00 am) 

 Rev. Jeff Tindall is preaching on  
 “An Attitude of Gratitude “ 

  

November 17 (8:30 & 11:00 am) 

 Rev. Matt Fricker  is preaching on 

 “Ungrateful” 

 

November 24 (8:30 & 11:00 am) 

 Christ the King Sunday  

 Rev. Jeff Tindall is preaching on  

 “Thanks Be to God” 

 

  

 

Family 

Thanks-giving 

Dinner 

and  

Celebration of  

Thankfulness  
 

Wednesday, 

November 13 
 

(see page 2 for details) 

November 2019 

 Inter face  
John McMillan Presbyterian Church 

Our mission is to provide a way for the community to 

Know, Serve and Glorify God! 

Two years ago, I traveled to South East Asia to meet with a group of Presbyterian 

pastors who wanted to learn about Presbyterian governance. I told them that Pres-

byterian governance starts with our concept of the “priesthood of all believers”. 

The “priesthood of all believers” means that we don’t need priests to tell us what 

scripture says and means. We believe that every person of faith can read and inter-

pret scripture on their own. This notion was part of the church rebellion we call 

the Reformation. Before the Reformation, scriptural interpretation was a top-down 

process. Most people could not read, and certainly could not read Greek, Hebrew 

or Latin, the languages of scripture. So, they relied on the educated priests to tell 

them what the Bible said and what the Bible meant.  

Around the time of the Reformation, the Bible was being translated into the local 

languages. Luther published a German Bible. Tyndale translated the Bible into Eng-

lish (and was burned at the stake for doing it). The people were now able to read 

what the Bible actually said and could understand what it meant, at least in their 

opinion. The reformers supported this mass distribution of scripture to the people, 
but also recognized that there were risks. If everyone could read and interpret the 

Bible, and everyone interpreted it differently, who was right? Maybe no one! So, 

representatives from the churches would be called together in great assemblies to 

decide scriptural interpretation. But it was not done randomly or generally. The dis-

cussion was always based on a particular question. The question always started this 

way: “What does the Bible say about …?” There would be prayer, debate, more 

prayer, more debate, and finally – A VOTE! Majority would decide what the church 

said about what the Bible said. We still do it that way in the PCUSA. 

What kinds of things have been the debated over the last 100 years? 

The “social gospel” (You’ll have to look that one up yourself) 

Temperance (You, know, the 18th amendment to the US Constitution) 

Ordination of women to be deacons, elders and ministers (debated separately) 

LGBT rights (ordination and same sex marriage) 

Those are just the most memorable. There are actually dozens of issues that have 

been raised that get debated every two years at the PCUSA General Assembly. Eve-

ry one of them is an answer to the question: “What does the Bible say about …?” 
 

(continued on page 5) 
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Thanks-giving Dinner and Service 

        Wednesday Evening, November 13, 2019 

Dinner @ 6:00pm 

Celebration of Thankfulness @ 7:00pm 
  
Thanks - giving Dinner will be provided at 6:00pm in Fellowship Hall for all families of JMPC. There is no 

charge for the dinner, but we will collect donations to support the 

ministries of Kids’ Klub and Youth Group. The children of Kids 

Klub plan on purchasing an animal through Heifer International and 

the Youth Group continues their sponsorship of  Faresi Esau, age 6 

from Kapeni, Malawi. The dinner and service following the meal 

are very kid friendly! 

  

The Celebration of Thankfulness runs from 7:00-7:40pm.  

This family focused and joyful service allows us to give thanks to 

God for all of our blessings. 

  

Please sign up in the Narthex or call the church at 412-833-4704 to make your reservation! 

  

“Special Delivery” by Celeste & David Clydesdale 
 

In Special Delivery, the entire children’s choir is made up of angels. The majority of the musical takes place 

in heaven where the angels are attending the “God Squad Academy.” They are warming up their voices 

and sharpening their skills as they wait to be called to go to earth and make the grand an- nouncement. 

Michael and Gabriel lead the cadets in a review of some of the prophecies surrounding our Savior’s birth 

and the many miracles God has performed for His children. Mary, Joseph, and the angels themselves learn 

that our God is a miracle-making God and that because of Jesus Christ “All Is Well” indeed. 

“Angel” means “messenger.” My prayer is that God would use our children to be His messengers this 

year. May the story of God’s great love for us be so evident as our “angels” sing about 

Jesus our Savior, and may Jesus be gloried for all He has done for us! 

Practice Dates 

Sunday, November 17: 12-2:00 

Sunday, November 24:  12-2:00 

Sunday, December 1: 12-2:00 

Saturday, December 7:  10-12:00 

Saturday, December 14:  9-12:00 

Saturday, December 21: 9-12:00 (dress rehearsal) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22:  The Big Day 
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Church Directory Update 
 

Todd & Donna Sauter  

111 Nancy Lane  
Canonsburg, PA 15317 

 

Ryan & Natalie Shinton; Connor, Noah  

3479 MacArthur Drive  

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Christmas  
Help is needed to decorate the church 

for the Advent season. Join us on Sat-

urday, November 30th at 
9:00am.  

 

Look for more information and a sign 

up sheet com-

ing soon! 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

Orders for poinsettias and do-

nations to the Deacons’ Caring 

Fund will begin at the end of 
November.  
 

Order forms will be in the bul-

letin soon! 

• Sympathy to Rudell Boehm on the passing of her husband Martin.  
 

• Sympathy to Wayne Fast and his family on the passing of his cousin Margaret. 

 

• Sympathy  to Becky Robert and Matt Scott and their families on the passing of 

their father Ralph Scott. 

I would like to thank our congregation, staff, Deacons, & choir for all your kindness dur-

ing my recent illness.  Your prayers, calls, cards and soup from the Deacons were very 

appreciated.. I am very blessed to have a caring and supportive Church.  

                       Jane Voligny 

Deacon’s Corner 
A few years ago I read a story about a little girl in the hos-

pital awaiting surgery.  Her father assured her that God 

would be with her.  She tearfully replied, “I know, Daddy, 
but I need someone with skin on.  Will you stay with me?” 

The Deacons want to be the ones with “skin on” for the 

people of JMPC.  Please share with us your joys and con-

cerns—that way we can be there for you.    

   Sue Pierson  

   October Deacon of the Month  

Congrats to Pastor Matt on being awarded the Rev. Dr. Howard C. Scharfe scholar-

ship.  This award pays full tuition for Pastor Matt to pursue his doctorate in missional 

leadership.  This is a cohort learning, which allows Pastor Matt to continue to serve 

at John McMillan Presbyterian Church as he engages in his studies. 
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November Birthdays 

1  Mike Ackerman 

1 Marcia Seeley 

3 Makayla Thornton 

3 Alice Wargo 

4 Phil Dillon 

4 Kirk Waterstram 

8 Evan Oakley 

8 Marissa Oakley 

8 Caitlin Smith 

8 Zach Smith 

9 Rick Brow 

9 Julia Graves 

9 Emilee Little 

11 Marcia Ellis 

11  Tiera Forsyth 

11 Lincoln Rockwell 

12 Marielle Brown 

12 Ryan Sherry 

13 John Robert 

14 Amy Thornton 

16 Nancy Kinsey 

16 Bob Taylor 

17 Jim Willison 

18 Bonnie Dowdell 

19 Elena Albenze 

19 Gabriella Mickey 

19 Natalie Shinton 

20 Hunter Altmeyer 

20  Scott Andrews 

21  Alexa Huckabee 

20 Shannon Mirarchi 

21 Billy dePoutiloff 

23 Leah Shubilla 

26 Leslie DeFranc 

28 Abigail Kovell 

28 Linda Pelan 

28 Jeff Tindall 

29 Kelly Albenze 

29  Teagan McGuire 

30  Tracy Ackerman 

30 Hugh Given 

If your birthday is in November and is not included on this list, please contact the church office  

(412-833-4704). 

Praying for JMPC 

 

 

 

 

November 3        November 17 

 Donald Fickter          Paul & Stacey Gaudelli; Samantha; Emma 

 Jan Fickter          Marilyn Gfroerer  

 Dave & Debbie Fossick; Andrew, Michael      Betsy & Scott Gilbert; Caris  

 Fred & Judy Founds         Amy Gilliland; Sarah  

 Barbara & Travis Friday; Ava, Carter      Hugh & Ella May Given  

           

November 10        November 24 

 Douglas & Elizabeth Froelich; Landon, Benjamin    Peggy Graeser    

 Dan & Heather Fuller        Cheryl & Mike Graves; Joseph, Julia  

 Jared & Lauren Gaudelli; Vincent       Jesse Gregg 
 Judy & Paul Gaudelli         Bonnie & John Grueso  

 Justin & Angela Gaudelli; Niko, Luka      Don & Lois Guinn   
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Are you looking for an opportunity to explore God's Word? 

 

Drop in on the adult bible class.  We meet Sunday morning in Fellowship Hall  from 9:30 to 

10:30 for Bible reading and round-table discussion.  No experience necessary and there is no 

homework!!  We will even provide coffee.  

Topics are in expansion of the 23rd Psalm: 

 

November 3– Isaiah 40: 9-11, 25-31 - The God Who Comforts Us 

November 10– Isaiah 55 - The God Who Feeds Us 

November 17– Isaiah 61: 1-3 -The God Who Heals Us 

November 24 - Psalm 40 - The God Who Blesses Us 
 

If you have questions, see Hugh Given, Dan or Susan Zearley. 

Adult Learning Opportunities

Tuesday After Dinner Bible 

Study 

Every second and fourth Tuesday of 

the month, Pastor Jeff will lead a Bible 

study at 6pm here at the church. This 

Bible study will explore the same Bible 

books and topics as the Wednesday 
Brown Bag Bible Study and will allow 

those who cannot come to church 

during the day to experience in depth 

Bible exploration. Come and join us on 

November 12th & 26th. Bring your 

interest in studying God’s word. 

John Covenant 

Group (Men’s Bible 

Study) 
 

JMPC has a men’s Bible 

Study that meets Septem-

ber through May on the 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays 

of each month at 9:30 am 

at the church.  November 

13th & 27th.  

 

 

Brown Bag Bible Study 

The Wednesday Brown Bag Bible 

Study will journey through the Psalms 

this fall. The Psalms were Jesus’ prayer 

book and the part of the Hebrew Bible 

Jesus quoted most often. The Psalms 

are also the only book in the Bible that 

is directed from us to God and not 
vice versa. While some of the Psalms 

seem dark and gloomy, they are also 

uplifting and comforting. If you want to 

know a bit of what Jesus knew about 
prayer come and join us on the first 

and third Wednesdays of each month. 

See you on November 6th & 20th  at 

noon. 
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Kids Klub (grades 3 – 6)  

Wednesday nights from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.  
Join us for a fun-filled time of games, lessons, and dinner! 

Friends Welcome! 
 

Bring $3.00 for dinner       
Questions: Call Judy Lipp @ 412-977-9667 

or JMPC @ 412-833-4704 
 

 
 

Youth Group 
 

Youth Group Wednesday nights from 5-7pm.   

We will eat dinner, play games, and learn more about our faith.  We 

will also be doing service projects, retreats, fun for all, Mission trip, and 

so much more.   

Youth group is for students 7-12th grade.   

Fall Session 

Children’s Church 

 

 
 

Join us in November as we learn about the adventures of Joshua.  All children ages 3 

through 3rd grade are invited to Room 16 at 11:00 am! 

 

The children have created a special offering box to be used during our service.  All offer-

ings collected will help support Faresi Esau, age 6 from Kapeni, Malawi.  Faresi is spon-
sored by the JMPC Kids Klub through World Vision. 

  

 

 

Date Kids Klub Good Eats 

November 6 It’s more than a cow Nacho Bar 

November 13 
Thanksgiving Dinner 

and Service  
Chicken & Fixin’s 

November 20 No Kids Klub  

November 27 What is a missionary? Walking Tacos 

December 4 Christmas Party! Pizza  
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Music in Worship 
 

On Sunday, November 3, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday with many joyful 

anthems sung by the choir and played by the Celebration Ringers at the 11:00 
worship service.  This is a wonderful time to honor those we love who have 

passed on to paradise by lighting a candle.  It is also a time to ponder our 

eternal home. 

 

Chancel Choir 

Now is the time to join the choir so that you can sing your favorite songs 

with us during Advent and Christmas.  We always welcome new members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 
John McMillan Preschool 

Sarris Christmas Candy Sale 
 
Christmas candy orders will be taken  
Sundays, November 3rd and November 10th.  
Sarris candy will again be available at the same prices as in stores. 
 
Please consider ordering your Sarris Christmas candy at JMPC,  
as all proceeds will benefit our Preschool. 
 
Candy will be delivered on Tuesday, December 3rd. 
 
Thank you! 

 

 

SHIM Garden 
We have harvested our last crops and put our garden to bed for the winter.  This 

year we were blessed with a bountiful harvest, thanks be to God,  our dedicated 

garden volunteers and those of you who donated money.  We also built a new 
shed and expanded the garden by thirty percent.  We look forward to next spring 

when we will start anew. 

 



Page 8  Interface  
JOHN McMILLAN PRESCHOOL NEWS: 
 

Preschool Thanksgiving Food Drive  
Help us feed the turkey to benefit SHIM!  
Monday, November 4th – Friday, November 15th 
 

As we give thanks for all our blessings this holiday season, we will be remembering our 
neighbors in need and collecting items to be delivered to the SHIM food pantry before 
Thanksgiving. Please help us feed the turkey by placing your items in the turkey collection box 
outside the Preschool Office.  
 

All unexpired, non-perishable items will be accepted, but the most needed items are: 

• Dried beans and lentils 

• Pasta sauce in jars 

• Cereal and oatmeal  

• Soup (especially low sodium) 

• Canned fruits & vegetables (low sugar & low sodium) 

• Canned proteins (tuna, chicken, salmon, beans) 

• Spices & Seasonings (salt, pepper, garlic, ginger, chili powder, etc.) 
 

Stockings for Soldiers & Veterans 
We will be filling stockings that will be shipped overseas to troops in the remotest regions of the 
world, and also delivered locally to homeless veterans, Shepherd’s Heart Veterans’ Home, and 
the Veterans’ Place in Pittsburgh by Beinhauer Family Funeral Home in McMurray. If you would 
like to fill a stocking, there will be a sign-up sheet on the welcome table outside the Preschool 
office. Lori will pick-up the stockings and get them to you with a list of recommended items. They 
will need to be returned to Preschool no later than Wednesday, December 4th.  
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 
 

Our new See-Saw Bouncer has been 
installed! It is such a fun addition to the 
playground and the children are loving it! 
 
 
The Preschool staff has been reading an excellent book called UnSelfie: Why Empathetic 
Kids Succeed in Our All-About-Me World. The author, Dr. Michele Borba, will present a 
program on Monday, November 11th from 7-8:30pm at the Upper St. Clair High School 
Theater. This event is free and open to the community. 
 
Dr. Borba's 9-step plan for raising successful, happy kids who also are kind, moral, courageous, 
and resilient provides a framework for learning empathy and is culled from 30 years of research 
and traveling the world to find the best solutions. Her findings show that empathetic kids will 
thrive in the future, but the seeds of success can be planted today—one habit at a time. 

Dr. Borba has been on national television, tours the country and has done several TED 
talks.  Here is a link to one of the TED talks https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OszPr2xMUjU  
and her website http://micheleborba.com. 

 
Mark your calendars and join us at this event! 
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            (continued from front page))

In South East Asia, I showed them how we do this. I posed a question to the room full of pastors and stu-
dents. “What does the Bible say about whether it is appropriate to baptize human clones?” I then divid-
ed up the room into three groups. Group 1 was to say “no”. Group 2 was to say “yes”. Group three was to 
say “we don’t know”. Then they were to go and caucus among themselves about how to argue their po-
sition and to find scripture to support it. They then returned and made their arguments. They had great 
fun! After a spirited debate, the vote was cast. Human clones would be baptized! That is how we do 
things in the PCUSA. 

All this made me think that it might be interesting for members of JMPC to ask such questions to Matt 
and me and hear what we have to say. So, starting in February, we will preach a sermon series called 
“What does the Bible say about …?” But to do that, we need to know what you want to know. So, you 
need to tell us. We will send out an online survey soon. For those who want to submit their requests in 
other ways, we will take them any way you want to give them, as long as they are in writing (emails 
work). So, bring on the questions! We look forward to it. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

We meet for breakfast on the 4th Monday of the 

month.  The November gathering of men for 

breakfast will be November 25th at 9 am. We will 

continue to meet at the Eat N Park on 88 by the 

South Park Shops. Sadly, on Mondays there is no 

buffet. We will hopefully manage. See you then and 

invite your friends.  

 

 
The Women's Breakfast Club  
 

We meet for breakfast on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 9:00am at Eat ‘N Park across from 

South Park Shops. In November join us on the 

19th.  
 

Everyone is invited and can bring a friend!  
 

We have great fun and fellowship and look for-

ward to seeing each other 

every month. 
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JMPC Book Club 
Monday, November 18, 2019— The Day the World Came to Town. 9/11 in Gander, New-

foundland by Jim Defede. 

Perfect for fans of the hit Broadway musical Come from Away. 
When 38 jetliners bound for the United States were forced to land at Gander Interna-

tional Airport in Canada by the closing of U.S. airspace on September 11, the population of this small town 

on Newfoundland Island swelled from 10,300 to nearly 17,000. The citizens of Gander met the stranded 

passengers with an overwhelming display of friendship and goodwill. As the passengers stepped from the 

airplanes, exhausted, hungry and distraught after being held on board for nearly 24 hours while security 

checked all of the baggage, they were greeted with a feast prepared by the townspeople. Local bus drivers 

who had been on strike came off the picket lines to transport the passengers to the various shelters set up 

in local schools and churches. Linens and toiletries were bought and donated. A middle school provided 

showers, as well as access to computers, email, and televisions, allowing the passengers to stay in touch 

with family and follow the news. Over the course of those four days, many of the passengers developed 

friendships with Gander residents that they expect to last a lifetime. As a show of thanks, scholarship funds 

for the children of Gander have been formed and donations have been made to provide new computers 

for the schools. This book recounts the inspiring story of the residents of Gander, Canada, whose acts of 

kindness have touched the lives of thousands of people and been an example of humanity and goodwill

(Goodreads). 

Pickleball 
 

 Pickleball is on Tuesdays & 

Thursdays 
from 2:00-

5:00 PM in 

Fellowship 

Hall.  Come 

and learn 

how to play 

if you don't 

know how.  It is fun and a 

good way to burn off a few 

calories with 

friends.  Everyone is 

welcome.  We have some 

rackets we can share.  Lace 

up your tennis shoes, bring 

some water and join in the 

fun.  If you have any 

questions, call Dottie 

Delancey at 412-983-6683. 

Fellowship  

 

Look for the sign up sheet for the potluck dinner that 

will be held after the Christmas concert on December 

8th @ 4:30pm. . 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Would you like to have a variety of cookies for a 

Christmas platter?  Then, participate in the cookie ex-

change in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, December 

15th between services. You only have to bake four 

dozen of the same kind of cookie. Sign up in the Nar-

thex with the type of cookie you will make so we can 

avoid duplicates.  Everyone who participates will take home three dozen 

mixed cookies that day and leave one dozen behind for coffee hour use. 
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The Christmas Affair - 2019 
 

Saturday, November 2, from 

9:00am-3:00pm 

The Christmas Affair is less than one short 

week away.  Have you signed up to 

help?  Are you baking special cookies and 

crafting handmade items? The decorated bags 

are ready, the candy is made.  This week we 

will continue decorating on Friday 

(November 1st) morning at 9:00am.  Are 

you available?  We will be setting up the 

rooms and packaging baked goods on Thursday (October 31st) and decorat-

ing and packaging baked goods on Friday (November 1st). Can you help out? 

Have you signed up for a slot on Saturday (November 2nd) to help during 

the festivities or to clean-up afterwards?  Or perhaps you can help return 

the tables we borrow on Monday, November 4th.  Come, smile, and laugh, 

as we once more open our doors to the community.  As Pastor Jeff says, 
“Can you do one thing?” Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex and online at 

SignUp Genius. Questions? Contact Lynn Willison : 412-833-2827or lwilli-

son91@gmail.com or Karen Timko: 412-841-7362 or kstimko@gmail.com  

  

 

 

Family Promise  
We housed a total of 4 families consisting of 4 adults and 16 kids during the week of October 13. One family 

left because they found housing ! It is such a blessing to have so many JMPC volunteers help out with trans-

portation, sleeping overnight, serving dinners, purchasing supplies, organizing the cart, organizing toiletry bags  
and laundering the bedding. You are what makes this such a special experience. We are also grateful for our 

support churches : Ruthfred Lutheran, Bethany Lutheran, Bethel Presbyterian, Mingo Creek Presbyterian , 

and St. Louise de Merrillac . The monies from the “Christmas Affair” helped to purchase 

gas for the van, new space heaters, pantry supplies, toiletries, new sheets and towels, 

and supplies for the Day Center. Thank you all for your continued dedication to helping 

children and their families who have lost their homes. 

mailto:lwillison91@gmail.com
mailto:lwillison91@gmail.com
mailto:kstimko@gmail.com

