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John McMillan Presbyterian Church 

Our mission is to provide a way for the community to 

Know, Glorify and Serve God! 

From the Senior Pastor 

There was a time when churches had “covenant groups”. These were groups of peo-

ple who would gather to read and study the Bible together, share joys and concerns, 

and pray for each other, the church and the world. Typically, the group would have a 
name, usually with a Biblical or theological theme. JMPC had several such groups over 

the years and one remains – The John Covenant Group. It is a group of men who 

meet twice a month on a Wednesday morning to do Bible study and pray.  

Times have changed and covenant groups have changed as well. We no longer call 

such groups “covenant groups” primarily because we don’t really like that word.  

“Covenant” has such an obligatory tone. It reminds me of another type of relationship 

– the “accountability partner”. There is a whole lot of obligation in that association. 

Plus, there is one other aspect of covenant groups or accountability partnerships that 

tend to put some folks off. Rules. To be in such relationships, there are often rules 

that must be followed. Read this, show up for that, share what is on your mind, do 

your homework.  

Yet for many, such relationships can be life changing. Such associations can offer 

strength and community and support. They are good. But Covenant groups and ac-

countability partnerships are not the only way we can gather for life changing, affirm-

ing, and supportive clusters. We offer such things here at JMPC. 

One of the goals I set for 2019 at JMPC was to start two such groups. The first was a 

gathering of people who were caring for family members unable to care for them-

selves. We listened to guest speakers, offered reading material, and some shared their 

stories about the difficulties and joys of their experiences. Our first gathering included 

50 church members (more than 10% of our membership). We have continued to 

meet on a monthly basis and have an attendance of nearly 20 at each gathering. We 

now have a name – the Elder Care Support Group. The most important thing this 

group has achieved is that each one can see someone just like them, who know what 

they are going through, and know that they are not alone. A nod of the head, pat on 

the back and a “How’s it going?” can provide substantial comfort. 

The second group is the “Men’s Breakfast”. Over the last couple of years, many of our 

male members have retired. Their social connections at work that were available eve-

ry day have gone away. So, we gather for breakfast once a month to just talk and eat. 

It is entirely social and just good fellowship. We have been getting around 7 every 

time we gather, and we have even managed to talk about something other than the 
Steeler soap opera, the Penguin collapse, and the Pirate injury list once or twice. A 

good start to the week.  
(continued on page 2) 
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 Vacation Bible School  

June 24th- 28th 

 9 AM- 12 noon  

Attention all Space Travelers: 

We will be adventuring to outer space to learn about Jesus’ 

mission, do crafts, sing, and have a great time! Please join us 

for the fun! Registration began April 20th. Bring your astro-

nauts ages 3 (with 1 year preschool experience) to sixth grade 

(completed).  

Volunteers are greatly needed! We are looking for teachers 

and assistants, recreation, music, and craft leaders and assis-

tants. We also need help with decorations, cookie baking, and 

more. Contact Emily Shubilla for all questions- 

e.shubilla714@gmail.com. All volunteers must have completed 

the seventh grade. WE NEED YOUR HELP FOR A SUCCESSFUL MISSION! 

From the Senior Pastor (continued from front page) 

But as I was thinking about this article, I started to think of other such clusters of similarly situated people in 

the church. We have the SHIM gardeners (and now orchard tenders). We have the Fix-It Fellowship. We have 

the Women’s Breakfast.  We have the monthly book group. These are what we have in our church communi-

ty. But there are other groups that meet here at JMPC. We have line dancers, the South Hills Mom’s Club, Fit 

for Moms (for the high intensity fitness types), Fitness For All (fitness for the disabled), among others. 

But what really brought all this to mind was a conversation I had with a member of the congregation about a 

child’s medical problem. The parent was pretty concerned. Not a month later, I had a conversation with anoth-

er member who had a child with the same medical problem. I thought, “They should be talking to each other!” 

Then I started thinking about all the other folks who have been in my office sharing the same I have heard from 

others. Why aren’t they talking to each other? The answer? They don’t know about their shared life issues.  

I wonder how many of our church members have similar challenges in their lives that might benefit from a 

friendly and experienced ear. Just someone who can just say, “I know, it sucks!” or “I know, it’s great! “People 

who are grieving. People who are sudden empty nesters. People who are or will be divorced. People with fami-

ly members suffering from illness. People who are just lonely. People who are staring to raise families and don’t 

know what they are doing (like everyone else who is doing the same thing). People with adolescent kids who 

are overwhelming in so many ways, good and bad. Why not communities for all of them? We should be atten-

tive to such needs and do what we can to provide support. 

I am a fan of UCC minister Lillian Daniel. She recently said this: “… [I]t’s a big old church and for most of the 

time, religion’s root word was community, not rules.” I like that. And would add that a “big old church” like 

JMPC has many communities. We just need to introduce ourselves to each other. Maybe my goal for 2019 was 

too small. Help me out. Who do you want to meet? No rules. Just folks like you. 
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2019 Confirmation Class 

Ray Altmeyer and Alexandra Sherback  

Music Notes 
 

Our musical groups are taking a break for most of the summer 

so we will have a variety of soloists and ensembles to enhance 

our worship services.  On June 2, Debbie Fossick will sing.  The 

Chancel Choir will lead worship on June 9, Pentecost Sunday.  

June 16, will feature Sarah Willison and Marielle Brown playing a 

flute duet and June 30 we will have guest singer, Janice Garrone. 

Pentecost Offering 
 

 

 
Pentecost is on June 9th. You 

have an opportunity through 

the Pentecost Offering - one of 

the four PCUSA special offer-

ings - to encourage and support 

youth at risk. We are able to 

designate where 40% of our 

offering will be used. The Com-

munity and Mission committee 

has decided to designate our 

40% to First Presbyterian 

Church of Duquesne where 

Pastor Judi Slater will be able to 

use those funds to help children at risk in the church 

and community. 
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The Women's Breakfast 

Club  
 

 

We meet for breakfast on the 3rd Tues-

day of each month at 9:00am at Eat ‘N 

Park across from South Park Shops.  

In June, join us on the 18th.  
 

Everyone is invited and can bring a 

friend!  
 

We have great fun and fellowship and 

look forward to seeing each other every 

month. 

SHIM Garden 
 

 The garden is growing and most of our plants are in the ground.  June will 

be the month for us to plant beans and erect the bean trellises.  We can al-

ways use more helpers.  We garden on Monday evenings, weather permit-

ting.  Come out back and take a look at our newly expanded garden. 

JMPC Orchard 

Go out and take a look.  The JMPC orchard has been planted!!  Thanks to the 

many volunteers who dug holes, planted and mulched the trees and erected the 

fence, we now have 32 beautiful fruit trees which will eventually provide fresh fruit 

for the SHIM food pantries.   

Did you know that apple trees can live for 100 years?  Peaches, pears and cherries 

can live over 65 years.  The trees we planted will be around longer than most of 

us.  What a wonderful legacy we have left for our church, our neighborhood and 

the world. 

The trees were provided by a grant from the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation.  This 

is an organization who plants trees all around the world to help curb hunger and global warming.  You can 

find out more about them on their website. 

Book Club  

 

Book club has finished the season and will resume in the fall 

on the third Monday evening of each 

month.  The book selections for next year in-

clude: 

 

The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 

The Day the World Came to Town, 9/11 in Gan-

der, Newfoundland by Jim Defede 

It Can’t Happen Here by Sinclair Lewis 

Inheriting Edith by Zoe Fishman. 
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Another school year is done and this one seemed to go by faster than ever! As I reflect on the 
year, a smile comes to my face. It’s been a wonderful year at John McMillan Preschool and there 
are so many people to thank for that – families, teachers, the Preschool Board, Church staff and 
JMPC members: THANK YOU!  
 

One of the things that makes our preschool stand out, and possibly the one I am most proud of, is 

our commitment to helping others through monthly community service projects.  

The generosity of our families was overwhelming from October to May: 

• 201 pairs of socks to Light of Life Rescue Mission 

• 171 lbs. of food and pet items to SHIM 

• 10 shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child 

• 85 gently used toys, 125 gently used books, and 38 baby items to First Presbyterian 
Church of Duquesne  

• 417 school supplies to the Education Partnership 

• Food items/donations to SHIM – Souper Bowl of Caring 

• 54 pairs of hand warmers and 4 pairs of toe warmers to Narrow Gate Ministries 

• 87 gently used DVDs and 7 boxes of gently used books to Children’s Hospital 

• 13 toy trucks for Trucks for Maddox  
 

I’m especially happy that we were able to directly involve the children in some of our community 

service projects this year. With the help of parent volunteers, all of our children were able to help 

fill boxes for Operation Christmas Child. Our Pre-K and 4-year old classes labeled all 288 of the 

gently used books we collected for Children’s Hospital. And, the Thanksgiving and Valentine’s 

cards that all of the children made touched many hearts at two local senior living facilities. 

We are not a large school, but once again we have proven that we are mighty! And, it is my hope 

that our caring attitude toward those in need will be instilled in the children of John McMillan 

Preschool for many years to come.  

 

2019-2020 PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 
 

We have two spaces left in our MWF 4’s class. Children must be 4 years old by September 30, 
2019. This class meets Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings and focuses on skills that are 
essential in today’s kindergarten classrooms such as listening, taking turns, raising their hand, 
lining up and following 2-3 step directions, as well as fine motor and self-help skills.  
 

 I will be available to give tours of our Preschool during the summer, so if you know of anyone 
looking for a great 4’s class, please tell them to call or email me to schedule a tour!  
 

Please contact Lori Feldmann to learn more about our program at 412-833-4704 or 
lori@johnmcmillanpc.org. Registration material and additional information is available on our 
website at johnmcmillanpc.org. And, check out our Facebook page for pictures of all the fun 
activities throughout the year at John McMillan Preschool! 

 

Preschool Office Summer Hours:  May 28 – June 20 8:00am – noon (M-Th) 
     June 24 – August 9 By appointment only (please call or 
email) 
     August 12 – 23 8:00am - noon (M-F) 
 
 
 

HAVE A FUN AND SAFE SUMMER!  
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June Birthdays 

1  Hannah DePra 

1 Megan Sherry 

2 Rich Boren 

2 Cindy Fast 

2 Liam Fink 

2 Andy Lane  

2 Natalie Sullivan 

4 Judy Lipp 

5 Shelby Andrews 

5  Emma Serena 

6  Elyse Deckard 

6 Betsy Gilbert 

6 Jan Mickey 

6 Joe Pelan 

6 Becky Troutman 

7 Abigail Cowser 

7 Judy Founds 

7  Patrick Pearce 

8  Heidi Ellis  

8 Corey Kroboth 

8 Jordan Kuhn 

9 Cory Clark 

9 Heidi Todd 

10 Jill DePra 

11 Bob Burland 

12  Susan Zearley 

14 T.J. Edkins 

14 Lisa Hayden 

15 Luka Gaudelli 

17 Steve Masley 

18 Eliza Albenze 

18 Rick Measures 

18 Peyton Pauline 

19 Christopher Altmeyer 

19 Evan Davis  

20 Ian Lamia 

20 Sue Pierson  

20 Jim McCalmont 

24 Paul Gaudelli, Jr. 

24 Bob Lyles 

25 Ken Clark 

26 Isabella Pasquale 

26  Morgan Taylor 

28 Dan Smith  

29  Wayne Fast 

30  Declan Rockwell 

30 Ezekiel Wisler 

If your birthday is in June and is not included on this list, please contact the church office  

(412-833-4704). 

Praying for JMPC 

June 2         June 16 

 Ryan & Natalie Shinton; Connor, Noah       Ken & Marilyn Strang 

 Laura Shiring; Wesley        Tom & Katie Strickland; Kevin, Sarah 

 Johanna & Arnie Sholder       Adrian & Jennifer Strzyz 

 James & Emily Shubilla; Leah, Jordan       Carolyn Sulkowski 

 Donna Skinnell         Toni Sulkowski  

 

June 9         June 23           

 Caitlin Smith          Emily & Jim Sweeney; Sophia  

 Dan & Ashley Smith; Keira         Bob & Stephanie Taylor; Lukas, Morgan 

 Joe & Connie Smith         Dakotah Taylor 

 Zachary & Colleen Smith        Debi Taylor 

 Kathy & Frank Sommerfield        Diann Taylor  

 

       June 30 
  Amy & Buck Thornton; Makayla, Isabella   Karen Timko 

  Walter & Marjorie Till      Karen & Steve Timpona; Daniel, Joseph  

    Chris & Heidi Todd; Jonathan, Kathryn, Anna, Elizabeth  
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Congratulations to the Class of 2019 
 

                                             High School Graduates 

 

Eliza Albenze is graduating from Bethel Park High School in June. She is 

attending Penn State Main  Campus/ Schreyers Honors College majoring 

in Pre-Medicine. 

 

Jon dePoutiloff is a graduate of Bethel Park High School.  He plans to at-

tend Slippery Rock University and major in music therapy and music edu-

cation.  

 

Mason Dill will graduate from Bethel Park Highschool in June.  Mason 

will be attending  the University of Pittsburgh and majoring in Computer 

Programing. 

 

Jesse Gregg graduates from Bethel Park High School on June 8th and 

plans to continue working at Eat n Park after graduation.  

 

 

College Graduates 
 

Noah Mickey has graduated from IUP with a degree in psychology. Noah will continue at IUP and work on a 

Graduate degree in Mental health counseling beginning this Summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pickleball  
 

The sport with the funny name is at JMPC.  The low impact game is a combination of tennis, badmin-

ton and ping pong.  Children through seniors can enjoy fun, fellowship and fitness.  Instructions will be 
provided.   

 A court will be set up in Fellowship Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays from  

2:00pm to 5:00pm each week if enough participate.   

Call Dottie DeLancey @ (412) 983-6683 or email del2638@gmail.com for 

more information.   

 

tel:(412)%20983-6683
mailto:del2638@gmail.com


Visit us on the web 

johnmcmillanpc.org 

John McMillan  

Presbyterian Church 
875 Clifton Road 
Bethel Park, PA  15102 

 
Rev. Jeff Tindall, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Matthew Fricker, Associate Pastor 

Carolyn Brow, Music Director 

Elisabeth Jeffries, Organist 

Leslie Bogdon, Office Manager 

Lori Feldmann, Preschool Director 

Dennis Light, Custodian 
 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Church Office 412-833-4704 

www.johnmcmillanpc.org 

jmpc@johnmcmillanpc.org 
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June 2 (9:30 am)       

 Communion; Graduate Sunday    

 Rev. Jeff Tindall preaching on  Psalm 139: 1-6; 13-18 

 “I Am Always With You” 

     

June 9 (9:30 am) 

 Pentecost Sunday        

 Rev. Jeff Tindall preaching on Mark 3: 20-35   

 “Undivided” 

 

June 16 (9:30 am) 

 Father’s Day 

 Rev. Jeff Tindall preaching  
  

June 23 (9:30 am) 

 Rev. Jeff Tindall preaching   

 

June 30 (9:30 am) 

 Rev. Jeff Tindall preaching   

 


